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1. Why We Believe the Bible

The Bible is an amazing book. It has been translated into more
languages than any other book and has been embraced by
millions as God’s message for mankind. It has also faced the
fiercest criticism and has been subjected to more scrutiny than
any other book in the world. In this booklet I would like to
briefly go over some of the basic reasons why we believe that
the Bible is God’s inspired Word.

The assurance we have in the Bible is ultimately based on the
resurrection of Jesus Christ. In a nutshell, if Jesus rose from the
dead, then He is the Son of God and everything He said is true. If
Jesus is the Son of God, then we can be sure that the Bible is
God’s Word, because He affirmed the Old Testament and
instigated the New Testament.

Jesus rose from the dead.

U

Jesus is the Son of God.

U

The Bible is the Word of God.




2. Evidence for the Resurrection

Jesus of Nazareth was crucified under the orders of Pontius
Pilate approximately the year AD 30. Even skeptics agree that
Jesus died. His cruel crucifixion left no life in Him. He was buried
as a lifeless corpse in the tomb of a wealthy Jewish leader named
Joseph of Arimathea. Three days later His tomb was found
empty by a group of women who came to give their last respects.
Immediately after this, dramatic events occurred which started
a new movement. Within three centuries this movement had
spread throughout the whole Roman empire and beyond. Let’s
focus now on why we believe that Jesus rose from the dead.

Multiple Eyewitnesses

Jesus’ disciples, who had been very discouraged and frightened
by Jesus’ crucifixion, suddenly began to boldly proclaim that
they had seen Him alive from the dead. The encounters they had
with Jesus occurred on numerous occasions and usually in
group settings. These were not hallucinations or brief visions.
The disciples spent long hours together with Him as He spoke
with them and explained to them the reason for His death and
resurrection. They ate together and had time to ask Him
questions regarding pertinent issues. They touched Him and
were convinced that He was real—not a figment of their
imaginations. This went on for forty days till they witnessed Him
ascending back to heaven.

Can you imagine how unlikely it would be for one disciple to try
to convince all the others to claim that their dead Rabbi was
alive if they all knew it wasn’t true?



Early Testimonies

The belief in the resurrection of Jesus Christ was not a crafted
story that developed in later centuries. The first three accounts
of His resurrection (Matthew, Mark, and Luke) were all written
down within the lifetime of the eyewitnesses who claimed they
had seen the resurrected Christ. The gospel of John was written
last—by one of the eyewitnesses themselves. Second century
writers quoted and referred to all four of these gospels. This
gives clear evidence that these four gospels were early works as
opposed to other false gospels written in later centuries.

These four independent accounts are not identical, but they
agree with each other. All four mention, for example, that He
was buried in the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea and that His tomb
was discovered to be empty early on the first day of the week.
With some careful study, every detail in these four accounts can
be harmonized as well, which is what one looks for in a court of
law when comparing testimonies.

Another testimony of the resurrection which harmonizes with
these four accounts is found in 1 Corinthians 15:3-8.

“For | delivered to you first of all that which | also received:
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,
and that He was buried,

and that He rose again the third day according to the
Scriptures,

and that He was seen by Cephas,

then by the twelve.

After that He was seen by over five hundred brethren at
once, of whom the greater part remain to the present, but
some have fallen asleep.

After that He was seen by James,
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then by all the apostles.
Then last of all He was seen by me also, as by one born out
of due time.”

There are several important details to notice about this passage.

1. 1 Corinthians was written by the apostle Paul during his
second missionary journey—no later than AD 56 (26 years
after the death of Christ). This makes it a very early
testimony.

2. In this passage Paul states that he had already delivered to
them this information previously—when he had first
introduced them to the gospel (around AD 48). He also
states that he had received this information himself prior
to that. This likely occurred soon after his conversion
(around AD 34). This brings the record of these eyewitness
accounts to a very early date after the resurrection.

3. Paul names specific people who had seen Jesus after His
resurrection. One of these was originally a skeptic—James,
the half-brother of Jesus. According to John 7:3-7, Jesus’
brothers did not believe in Him prior to His death.

Can you imagine anything harder than trying to make your
brothers believe you were the Son of God, if you really
weren’t? But James and Jude and the rest of Jesus’
halfsiblings became faithful followers of Jesus after the
resurrection (Acts 1:14). James went on to be an important
leader in the church (Galatians 2:9) and died as a martyr
around the year AD 62. The first century Jewish historian
Flavius Josephus described his death this way:

“Festus was now dead, and Albinus was but upon the
road; so he assembled the Sanhedrin of judges, and
9



brought before them the brother of Jesus, who was
called Christ, whose name was James, and some others,
[or some of his companions]; and when he had formed
an accusation against them as breakers of the law, he
delivered them to be stoned.” (Antiquities XX 9:1)

4. The 500-plus people whom Paul mentions here were still
alive at the time he was writing this (except for a few). This
means that the early church had a large core group of
people who had seen the risen Lord. These people would
have been very researchable by anyone skeptical of the
resurrection in Paul’s day. If these 500-plus eyewitnesses
did not exist, it would have been very foolish to reference
them in his epistle.

Central Theme

The resurrection was a very central theme in the gospel from
the very beginning of the church. This affirms again that the
belief in the resurrection was not tacked on later. To take the
resurrection out of the gospel is to take apart its very fabric.
Without the resurrection there is no gospel. Take for example
Paul’s words to the Corinthians:

“And if Christ is not risen, then our preaching is empty and
your faith is also empty. Yes, and we are found false
witnesses of God, because we have testified of God that He
raised up Christ, whom He did not raise up if in fact the dead
do notrise.” (1 Corinthians 15:14-15)

Paul is not treating the resurrection as an honorary legend for a
favorite Rabbi. Christ’s death and resurrection is the core of the
gospel. In this chapter Paul isn’t trying to convince the
Corinthians that Jesus rose from the dead. They already believed
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that. He was presenting the resurrection of Christ as the basis
for our future resurrection and ultimate victory over death.

Paul the Persecutor

Paul of Tarsus was an educated and respected man who lived in
Jerusalem during the initial stages of the church. He was a very
devout Jew and rejected the claims of the disciples. He despised
this new movement and was determined to crush it. On his way
to Damascus with authorization from Jewish leaders to
persecute the Christians, the Lord Jesus suddenly revealed
Himself to him also. Paul turned that day from being
Christianity’s greatest antagonist to its greatest propagator. He
lost everything as a result, including his life.

If Paul had not really seen the resurrected Lord, there would be
absolutely no sense to his life of suffering. He often mentioned
in his letters to the churches how he had formerly been a
persecutor of the church. According to his own testimony, he
was converted because of having an encounter with the
resurrected Jesus. In 2 Corinthians Paul listed in detail some of
the sufferings he and his companions had endured for Christ. He
even mentioned some miracles that he had performed among
the Corinthians (2 Corinthians 12:12). If Paul was making all
this up, it would have been pointless for him to write these
things to the Corinthians who would have known better than to
believe him. The best explanation for Paul’s conversion and life
of service and suffering is that he had really seen Jesus alive
after His death.

Early Beginnings in Jerusalem

If the disciples were looking for a place to spread false tales of a
resurrected Rabbi, Jerusalem was not the right place to begin.
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Galilee would have served a better place. But the earliest center
for Christianity started in Jerusalem—the place where they
would face the most opposition, and that, within a mile of the
tomb where He had been buried. The Jewish leaders in
Jerusalem were intent on squelching this new movement and
could have easily done so if they had been able to secure the
body of Jesus. If they believed that the disciples had stolen Jesus’
body from the tomb, why didn’t they open an investigation and
find it? Wouldn’t someone have been willing to reveal the corpse
if the price was right?

Intense Persecution

One may argue that sincere people of any religion would be
willing to die for their faith. Jesus’ disciples, though, were in a
different position. They knew firsthand whether their stories
were true or not. As persecution mounted both from Jewish
leaders and the Roman government, their faithfulness to Jesus
Christ was unshaken. Their willingness to suffer and die for the
claims regarding the resurrection are clearly woven into the
book of Acts and the epistles. Paul and Peter were both
threatened and nearly killed on numerous occasions and yet
nothing could stop them from testifying of the resurrection.

According to Acts 12:2, James the son of Zebedee was the first of
the apostles to die as a martyr around AD 44. The second letter
that Paul wrote to Timothy indicates that he was sentenced to
death and waiting execution. In this letter Paul continues to
express courage and unflinching faith in Jesus (2 Timothy 4:6-
18). He is estimated to have been martyred around the year AD
67. Although the New Testament doesn’t give us any further
details regarding the apostles’ martyrdoms, Clement of Rome
gives us an early report. In a letter that he wrote to the
Corinthian church, towards the end of the first century, he says:
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“But let us pass from ancient examples, and come unto
those who have in the times nearest to us wrestled for the
faith. Let us take the noble examples of our own generation.
Through jealousy and envy the greatest and most just pillars
of the church were persecuted, and came even unto death.
Let us place before our eyes the good apostles. Peter,
through unjust envy endured not one or two but many
labours, and at last, having delivered his testimony,
departed unto the place of glory due to him. Through envy
Paul, too, showed by example the prize that is given to
patience: seven times was he cast into chains; he was
banished; he was stoned; having become a herald, both in
the East and in the West, he obtained the noble renown due
to his faith; and having preached righteousness to the
whole world, having come to the extremity of the West, and
having borne witness before rulers, he departed at length
out of the world, and went to the holy place, having become
the greatest example of patience.” (1 Clement 5:1-7)

What gave the apostles such courage to preach the resurrection
of Jesus and be willing to die for these claims? The apostles had
little to gain and everything to lose if Jesus had not really risen
from the dead. They were not fanatics who were trying to
mislead people into a life of suffering. They lived morally
upright and exemplary lives of love and service. They did not
suffer and die as warriors in battle, either, hoping to gain
political advantage or religious freedom of some kind. They
obeyed Jesus’ command not to take up arms against their
enemies and died with only one hope—their own resurrection
which they believed was guaranteed because of Jesus’
resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:14-22). They were either
ridiculously stubborn and stupid or they were genuinely
speaking the truth.
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The Power of the Gospel

The greatest proof for us today that Jesus rose from the dead is
the power that the gospel still has today. In 1 John 5:5 we are
confronted with this question:

“Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes
that Jesus is the Son of God?”

Overcoming the world in this context is referring to overcoming
the sinful passions that the world promotes. This verse is saying
that the gospel of Jesus Christ gives the believer power to
overcome the deadliest force in the world—sin. It's also making
an exclusive claim for the gospel. It's a challenge to all other
religions.

In Romans 1:16 we read that the gospel of Christ is “the power
of God to salvation for everyone who believes.” This is not just
referring to forgiveness of sins—but restoration to God’s design
and power to live according to God’s will. Jesus laid out God’s
will for our life in His Sermon on the Mount recorded in Matthew
5, 6,and 7. Try living out these commands in your own strength!
Forgiving and loving your worst enemy, for example, is not
something humans can do without Jesus’ inner presence.

The New Testament is full of testimonies of people whose lives
were changed by the power of the gospel. It’s true that there are
fake Christians, but they don’t discount the real followers of
Jesus. Take for example, Paul’s words to Titus:

“For we ourselves were also once foolish, disobedient,
deceived, serving various lusts and pleasures, living in
malice and envy, hateful and hating one another. But when
the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man
appeared, not by works of righteousness which we have
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done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the
washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit.”
(Titus 3:3-5)

Throughout history the gospel has continued to have this life-
giving power. Millions of people can testify of how Jesus
changed their lives—including myself. The transforming power
of the gospel and the indwelling Holy Spirit is ultimately what
gives the believer the fullest assurance in the resurrection and
person of Christ.
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3. Evidence for the Old Testament

The thirty-nine books of the Old Testament that we have today
were originally listed by the Jewish people as twenty-two books
to correspond with the twenty-two letters of the Hebrew
alphabet. All twelve minor prophets (known as the Trei-Assar in
Hebrew), however, were counted as one book. 1 and 2 Samuel
were also considered one book and so were 1 and 2 Kings and 1
and 2 Chronicles. Ezra and Nehemiah were also considered one
book. Ruth may have been part of Judges, and Lamentations may
have been part of Jeremiah. In his treatise against Apion, the first
century historian Flavius Josephus made some remarkable
statements regarding the Scriptures and how they were viewed
by the Jewish people of his day:

“Everyone is not permitted of his own accord to be a writer;
nor is there any disagreement in what is written. They being
only prophets that have written the original and eldest
accounts of things, as they learned them of God himself, by
inspiration... For we have not an innumerable multitude of
books among us, disagreeing from, and contradicting one
another: [as the pagan Greeks have] but only twenty-two
books: which contain the records of all the past times:
which are justly believed to be divine. And of them five
belong to Moses: which contain his laws, and the traditions
of the origin of mankind, till his death. This interval of time
was little short of three thousand years. But as to the time
from the death of Moses, till the reign of Artaxerxes, King of
Persia, who reigned after Xerxes?, the Prophets, who were
after Moses, wrote down what was done in their times, in
thirteen books. The remaining four books contain hymns to

1 Also known as Ahasuerus (Esther 1:1).
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There are several important details that we can learn from this

God; and precepts for the conduct of human life. 'Tis true,
our history hath been written since Artaxerxes very
particularly; but hath not been esteemed of the like
authority with the former by our forefathers; because there
hath not been an exact succession of Prophets since that
time. And how firmly we have given credit to these books
of our own nation, is evident by what we do. For during so
many ages as have already passed, no one has been so bold,
as either to add anything to them; to take anything from
them; or to make any change in them. But it is become
natural to all Jews, immediately, and from their very birth,
to esteem these books to contain divine doctrines; and to
persist in them: and, if occasion be, willingly to die for
them.” (Antiquity of the Jewish. Against Apion. Book 1.)

excerpt.

The Jews of the first century had a set of books which they
considered inspired by God and were willing to die for if
necessary.
These books were written down by prophets who lived
between the time of Moses (14’th century BC) and the reign
of Artaxerxes (465-424 BC). Ezra, Nehemiah, and Malachai
are the latest books of the Old Testament and they were
written during the reign of Artaxerxes (Ezra 7:21;
Nehemiah 13:6)
More books were written by the Jewish community after
the time of Artaxerxes, but they were not grouped with the
twenty-two sacred writings. These extra books are known
today as the Deuterocanonical Books or The Apocrypha.
The twenty-two sacred Jewish books were divided into
three categories. According to Josephus, the first five were
written by Moses, the second category included thirteen
17



books, and the third category included four books that
contained “hymns” and “precepts for the conduct of human
life.” Below is a suggestion of how these books may have
been grouped during the time of Josephus. But remember
that in the first century these books were written on scrolls
and kept in clay pots—not in a combined book with two
leather covers as we have the Bible today.

Suggested List of the Twenty-Two Sacred Books

I. Five books of Moses:

1.

AR

Genesis
Exodus
Leviticus
Numbers
Deuteronomy

II. Thirteen books written by prophets:

XN WD

10.
11.
12.
13.

Joshua

Judges-Ruth

Samuel

Kings

[saiah
Jeremiah-Lamentations
Ezekiel

Twelve Minor Prophets
Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum,
Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zachariah, Malachi

Job

Daniel

Esther
Ezra-Nehemiah
Chronicles
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III. Four Books containing hymns and precepts:
1. Psalms

2. Proverbs

3. Ecclesiastes

4. Song of Solomon

Jesus alluded to this threefold division of Scripture when He
spoke to His disciples about “the Law of Moses and the Prophets
and the Psalms.” (Luke 24:44)

The Sacred “Twenty-Four” Books

By the third century, Jewish scribes rearranged these same
twenty-two books into twenty-four books. But the three-part
division stuck, and till today the Jewish Hebrew Bible 2 is
arranged as:

I. Law (Torah) - Five books
Genesis

Exodus

Leviticus

Numbers

v N

Deuteronomy

II. Prophets (Neviim) - Eight books
1. Joshua

Judges

Samuel

Kings

[saiah

o U1 W

Jeremiah

2 Some Hebrew Bibles printed by Christians today have the Old Testament
arranged into thirty-nine books as well, but the Bibles printed in Hebrew
according to Jewish tradition are still arranged today into twenty-four books.

19



7. Ezekiel

8. Twelve Minor Prophets
Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk,
Zephaniah, Haggai, Zachariah, Malachi

III. Writings (Ketuvim) - Eleven books
1. Psalms

Proverbs

Job

Song of Songs

Ruth

Lamentations

Ecclesiastes

Esther

. Daniel

10. Ezra-Nehemiah

11. Chronicles

© P NG AW

Victorinus of Pettau, an early Christian writer from the third
century, made mention of these twenty-four books in his
commentary on the book of Revelation. He wrote that the
twenty-four elders that are seated around the throne
(Revelation 4:4), represented the “twenty-four books of the Law
and the Prophets” which bear witness of the coming judgment.
Whether we agree with Victorinus’ interpretation or not, we can
see that by the third century, the books of the Old Testament
were clearly recognized as twenty-four in number. These
“twenty-four” books include all thirty-nine books that we have
in our English Old Testament today.

One may still wonder how we can know with certainty that the
twenty-two sacred books that Josephus mentioned are in fact
the same thirty-nine books that we have today in our English
Bibles. Thankfully we don’t need to remain in doubt. The sacred
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books were translated by Jewish scholars into Greek around
250 BC. That was a long time before the time of Christ. This
translation is known as the Septuagint. It's the Greek Old
Testament that the early Christians used and which the New
Testament writers usually quoted from. The Septuagint was
very instrumental in the spread of the gospel because it made
the Jewish Scriptures available to Greek speakers all across the
Roman empire. The Septuagint includes all thirty-nine books
that we have today in our English Old Testament and more!

Why did the Septuagint include additional
books?

When the Jewish scribes in Alexandria translated their sacred
writings, they also translated the writings that were written
after the time of Artaxerxes. These writings, known as the
Apocrypha, included a history of the Jewish people since the
time of Ezra and Nehemiah (the books of the Maccabees), as well
as inspirational material which many Jews valued (Tobit, Judith,
Wisdom of Sirach, etc.). Because these Jewish writings were
included in the Greek Septuagint, many of the early Christians
naturally believed that these writings were inspired, even
though the Jewish people excluded them from their Canon of
Scripture. The phrase “Canon of Scripture” refers to an agreed
upon list of books that are considered sacred and inspired by
God.

Interestingly, there are hundreds of quotes in the New
Testament from the sacred Jewish writings, but none from the
Apocrypha. Jude quoted one verse from the words of Enoch, but
the book of Enoch was not included in the Septuagint. We can
also find a number of references and allusions to details
mentioned in the Apocrypha, which indicates that the apostles
were familiar with the writings of the Apocrypha, even though
21



they never directly quoted the Apocrypha as Scripture. While
there have been differences of opinion among Christians
through the centuries regarding the Jewish apocryphal writings,
the twenty-four books of the Old Testament were clearly part of
the Jewish canon since the first century AD and were fully
accepted by the early church as God’s inspired Word.

Why do we believe that the Old Testament is
inspired by God?

The prophets of the Old Testament foretold the coming of the
Messiah. The writers of the New Testament recorded how this
Messiah came and fulfilled the promises of the Old Testament.
Jesus Christ 3 and His apostles affirmed the Jewish sacred
writings and viewed them unquestionably as God’s inspired
Word. Let’s look at a few examples:

1. Jesus affirmed the Jewish sacred writings and often quoted
from it implying that it was the Word of God:

“Do not think that | came to destroy the Law or the
Prophets. | did not come to destroy but to fulfill. For
assuredly, | say to you, till heaven and earth pass away,
one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the law
till all is fulfilled.” (Matthew 5:17-18)

“And beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He
expounded to them in all the Scriptures the things
concerning Himself.” (Luke 24:27)

3 Christ is the Greek word for Messiah—God’s Anointed King.
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“Then He said to them, ‘These are the words which |
spoke to you while | was still with you, that all things must
be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and
the Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me.”” (Luke
24:44)

See also: Matthew 4:4-10; 21:42; 22:29; Mark 11:17; 12:36;
14:21; Luke 10:26; 18:31; 22:37; John 5:39; 7:38

The apostles and writers of the New Testament affirmed
the inspiration of the Jewish sacred writings and often
quoted from it, implying that it was God’s Word:

“But this | confess to you, that according to the Way
which they call a sect, so | worship the God of my
fathers, believing all things which are written in the Law
and in the Prophets.” (Acts 24:14)

“Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to be an
apostle, separated to the gospel of God which He
promised before through His prophets in the Holy
Scriptures,” (Romans 1:1-2)

“Knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of
any private interpretation [or origin] for prophecy
never came by the will of man, but holy men of God
spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.” (2 Peter
1:20-21)

“God, who at various times and in various ways spoke

in time past to the fathers by the prophets,” (Hebrews
1:1)
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See also: Matthew 1:22-23; Mark 1:2; Luke 22:23; John
19:36-37; Acts 1:16; Romans 3:21; 4:3; 15:4; 16:26;
1 Corinthians 15:3-4; 2 Timothy 3:15-16; James 2:8;
1 Peter 2:6

Are we sure that the Old Testament hasn’t
been changed since the time of Christ?

Most English Bibles today are translations of the Hebrew and
Aramaic Masoretic Text. The oldest complete copy of this
Hebrew text dates back to AD 1009. However, the Greek
translation of the Hebrew Bible, known as the Septuagint, was
formed around 250 BC and today we still have copies of this
translation and can compare it with the Masoretic Text. The
oldest manuscripts that we have of the Septuagint date back to
late-antiquity and medieval times with a few fragments dating
back all the way to the first century. Many writings of the early
Christians have also survived to modern times in which the
Septuagint is profusely quoted.

Perhaps the greatest archeological find that contributed to
authenticating the Hebrew Scriptures was the discovery of the
Dead Sea Scrolls in the caves of Ein Gedi near the Dead Sea
during 1946-1956. These manuscripts contain many of the
Jewish Hebrew Scriptures and they date back to 150 BC - AD 75.
All these ancient manuscripts both in Greek and Hebrew affirm
that the Old Testament we have today is authentic and that its
message has remained unchanged.
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4. Evidence for the New Testament

After His resurrection, the Lord Jesus commissioned His
disciples and sent them out as His “apostles” (literally “sent
ones”), to take the gospel of the Kingdom to the whole world
(Matthew 28:19-20). He commissioned them with these words:

“As the Father has sent Me, | also send you.” (John 20:21)

Later He also handpicked Paul to be an apostle and
commissioned him likewise (Acts 9:15; 26:15-18).

1. The apostles knew that their words and writings were
authoritative. They had received the message of the
gospel directly from the Lord Himself and had been sent
by Him to teach all people.

“If anyone thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual,
let him acknowledge that the things which | write to
you are the commandments of the Lord.” (1 Corinthians
14:37)

“For this reason we also thank God without ceasing,
because when you received the word of God which you
heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word of men,
but as it is in truth, the word of God, which also
effectively works in you who believe.” (1 Thessalonians
2:13)

“Beloved, | now write to you this second epistle (in both
of which I stir up your pure minds by way of reminder),
that you may be mindful of the words which were
spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the
commandment of us, the apostles of the Lord and
Savior,” (2 Peter 3:1-2)
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See also: Romans 1:5; Galatians 1:15-16; Ephesians 1:1;
2:19-20; 1 Thessalonians 4:2, 15; Hebrews 2:1-4; 1 Peter
1:23-25.

Paul claimed that he did not learn the Gospel from
anyone, but that the risen Lord Himself revealed the
gospel to him directly. Paul’'s message harmonized
perfectly with the message of the other apostles. (1
Corinthians 11:23; Galatians 1:11-12; Ephesians 3:1-5)

In 1 Timothy 5:18 Paul quoted two verses and refers to
both as “Scripture.” One is from Leviticus 19:13 and the
other is from Christ’s words in Luke 10:7—“The laborer
is worthy of his wages.” This shows that Paul and the first
century believers were already regarding existing New
Testament writings as inspired Scripture.

Peter and the other apostles affirmed Paul’s call to
preach the gospel to the Gentiles. Paul himself wrote
about it in Galatians 2:9: “And when James, Cephas
[another name for Peter], and John, who seemed to be
pillars, perceived the grace that had been given to me,
they gave me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship,
that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the
circumcised.” Shortly before Peter’s martyrdom, and
likely after Paul had already been martyred, Peter again
affirmed Paul’s ministry in his letter to the churches
known as Second Peter. While Peter warned that some of
Paul’s writings were “hard to understand” and that
“untaught and unstable people” liked to twist what Paul
wrote “to their own destruction,” he still upheld Paul’s
writings and placed them in the same category as the
“the rest of the Scriptures.” (2 Peter 3:16) By affirming
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Paul’s writings in this way, he linked Paul’s writings with
Holy Writ and also affirmed Paul’s authority as an
apostle and messenger of the gospel.

The New Testament is the Gospel of Jesus Christ in written form.
The message of the New Testament was not invented by the
apostles. They were simply the messengers chosen by Christ to
carry this message to the world. Although Luke, Mark, James,
and Jude were not among the twelve apostles, they worked
closely with the apostles, and therefore their writings bear the
stamp of the apostles’ authority. Justin Martyr, writing in the
middle of the second century, for example, called the Gospel of
Mark, the “Memoirs of Peter,” because Mark received his
information directly from Peter. Papias who wrote during the
early second century, confirmed that Mark wrote down what he
heard from Peter. Irenaeus, a disciple of Polycarp (who in turn
was a disciple of the apostle John) confirmed the same thing in
his writings. Luke, we know, worked closely with Paul, as
described in the book of Acts. James and Jude were half-brothers
of Jesus Christ and lived and worked together with the twelve
disciples.

Were the right books chosen for the New
Testament?

The twenty-seven books of the New Testament are the only
Christian writings that exist today from the first century which
were written by apostles or those closely associated with them.
The New Testament is essentially a compilation of the earliest
known Christian writings containing the gospel of Jesus Christ
and written by reliable sources.

1. The early believers who received the writings of the New
Testament believed firmly that they were sacred because
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2.

they were written by Christ’s apostles who had received
the message of the gospel directly from the Lord Himself.
These writings immediately received the same treatment
that the Old Testament Scriptures received and were
incorporated into regular church use. Justin Martyr, for
example, described what church services looked like in the
middle of the second century. Notice how he placed the
writings of the New Testament side by side with the
writings of the Old Testament:

“And on the day called Sunday, all who live in cities or
in the country gather together to one place. And the
memoirs of the apostles or the writings of the prophets
are read, as long as time permits. Then, when the
reader has ceased, the president verbally instructs us
and exhorts us to imitate these good things.”

As the church encountered false teachers who tried to
pervert the gospel of Christ, lists of the New Testament
books began to emerge. Marcion, for example, was a false
teacher who attempted to create his own cannon of
Scripture. He was intent on excluding books from his
cannon that didn’t agree with his gnostic teachings. The
early believers realized that they needed to agree on which
books were authoritative and which were not. Books were
put to the test based on their authorship. Were they written
by an apostle or someone closely associated with an
apostle? Great scrutiny was given to ensure that the correct
books were recognized as Scripture. This process of
determining the exact number of books on “the list” took
many years and was not a decision made all at once by a
specific governing body, but rather a growing consensus of
all the churches.
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3. The church did not give the books of the New Testament
the authority of being the Word of God. They simply
recognized the authority that Jesus had given them by
commissioning His apostles and agreed together on which
of these books carried the marks of being the Word of God.

4. The New Testament Canon was officially recognized at the
counsels of North Africa at Hippo in AD 393 and at the
Council of Carthage in AD 397. These counsels did not
determine which books would be included in the canon nor
did they add any authority to them. They simply recorded
and published the list that had already been established.

Are we sure that the New Testament hasn’t
been changed?

Today we have over 5,000 Greek New Testament handwritten
manuscripts dating from the second to sixteenth centuries A.D.
That means we have a lot of copies to compare! In fact, no other
ancient book in history has that number of surviving ancient
copies to prove its reliability. When you compare all these
manuscripts that come from various ancient “grandparents”
and “great-grandparents” we find that the differences are very
insignificant. These scribal variants point to the fact that the
New Testament was preserved through the normal means of
copying by hand.

If we didn’t have these scribal differences, it would either mean
that the New Testament had been miraculously preserved
through centuries of copying by hand, or that the Scriptures had
in fact been tampered with and that an effort had been taken to
hide this evidence by destroying all differing manuscripts. This
again, gives proof that the New Testament that we have today is
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the same New Testament that the early Christians had when it
was written. (For more information on this, see The Story Behind
the Versions by Rodney Yoder.)

The New Testament was also widely quoted by second-
generation church leaders such as Clement of Rome, Ignatius,
and Polycarp. By examining their writings, we have yet another
proof that the books of the New Testament have not been
tampered with and that what we have today is the genuine
writings of the first-generation apostles.
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5. Conclusion and Final Thoughts

The resurrection of Jesus Christ gives us the assurance that He
is the Son of God and that everything He said is true. This in turn
gives us the assurance that the Bible is God’s Word because He
affirmed the Old Testament and instigated the New Testament.

Even though forty different individuals were used to write the
sixty-six books of the Bible over a period of fifteen hundred
years, an amazing harmony exists between all these Scriptures
which points to God as the author. The themes of the Old
Testament regarding knowing God, man’s sinful condition,
God’s redemption, our need for atonement, God dwelling with
His people, and the character of God are fully embraced in the
New Testament. Prophecies made by Old Testament prophets
regarding the Messiah are accurately fulfilled hundreds of years
later and witnessed by the writers of the New Testament. The
Old Testament feasts, system of sacrifices, and even the layout
of the Tabernacle of Meeting are loaded with significance and
point to the person and work of Jesus Christ. The more I study
the Bible the more 1 appreciate how beautifully and
supernaturally this book fits together.

Modern archeology also continues to confirm the descriptions
given in the Old and New Testaments. Ancient manuscripts that
were hidden for centuries and recently discovered give proof
that the Bible we hold in our hands is authentic. And finally, the
power that the Scriptures have to change people’s lives is
unparalleled and gives the Scriptures a self-evidencing quality.
The message of the Bible meets the deepest need and longing of
the human heart. Those who take hold of its message find the
grace of God to be real and filling them with new life!
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For Further Reading

Visit my website at www.EngagingInTheScriptures.com for
more articles and suggested reading material on how to know
the truth.
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